
Bude Marsh and Valleys Survey Group – Report March 2014

Since my last report in September last year, our monthly walks have

continued. We continue to attract around half a dozen regular attendees.

We have completed two quarterly surveys in Winter of 2013 and Spring of 2014 and

repeated the annual Maer Lake count in December 2013.

We gave ourselves a break in January and unfortunately had to cancel the planned February

walk along the Bude Aqueduct due to St Jude’s Storm. We hope to rearrange this in due

course.

The transect results for 2013 was a total of 51 species plus two more from the ringing (Reed

Warbler and Whitethroat) totalling 53 species recorded for the year. An additional 8 were

seen on our other walks.

So far this year on our Spring transect, we recorded 27 species plus an additional 9 that I

have seen myself on personal trips.

This compares with a list of 113 species contained in the 1983 Management Plan which is

not a list of birds seen, but more a list of what could be seen on the sea, cliffs and marshes.

The actual survey itself listed only 9 birds all of which were quite high profile birds Heron,

Buzzard, Water Rail, Moorhen, Kingfisher, Sand Martin, Swallow, Wren and Wheatear

probably selected to make the case for the Marshes becoming a Wildlife Site. (our scores

are 47% 2013 and 23% or 31% so far this year)

Highlights for this year is the Goosander resident since about November in the area and new

for the marsh transect; 3 distinct Kingfisher territories identified, Rodd’s Bridge, Bird Hide

and Petherick’s Mill and Willow Warblers which have returned on the same date as last year

13th March.

We are expanding our list of fungi records as my expertise develops – there are many

examples of large obvious brackets known as Blushing Brackets (Daedaleopsis confragosa)

around the marshes on Willow mainly.

This coming year I hope to revisit and survey the Bee Orchids.

An innovation is that the Canal is to be included in the British Trust for Ornithology’s

Waterway Breeding Birds Survey and Bude is one that has not previously been surveyed. I

will be establishing the land cover in the next few weeks then commencing an annual survey

in spring and summer of each year/

I also plan to repeat the BM&VSG Newsletter in December edition 1 of which I published and

circulated late last year.


